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Alumni Newsletter 
October 2016 

 
General Gustave Perna ’81C    

 
     REDSTONE ARSENAL, Alabama (Sept. 30, 2016) – 
The U.S. Army promoted a Rockaway, New Jersey native was 
to the rank of four-star general, one of only about a dozen on 
active duty, in a ceremony at Redstone Arsenal, Alabama, 
Sept. 30.  
 
Following the promotion, GEN Gustave (Gus) F. Perna 
’81C became the 19th Commander of Army Materiel 
Command, a nearly $50 billion global organization 
responsible for equipping the nation’s warfighters.  
 
Army Chief of Staff, GEN Mark A. Milley promoted GEN 
Perna prior to hosting the Change of Command ceremony.  
GEN Perna now leads one of three Army four-star 
commands. AMC’s nearly 64,000-strong workforce has a 
presence in all 50 states and more than 144 nations, 
commanding the global supply chain by delivering materiel 
readiness to joint forces worldwide. 

 
     GEN Perna graduated from Valley Forge Military College with an associate degree in business 
administration. Graduating as a distinguished military graduate, he was commissioned as a second 
lieutenant and initially served as an infantry officer. He has a bachelor’s degree in business 
management from the University of Maryland, and a master’s degree in logistics management from 
Florida Institute of Technology. GEN Perna is a graduate of the U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College and Senior Service College. He also wears the parachutist and air assault badges.  
Additionally, GEN Perna is a 2016 Inductee in the United States Army Reserve Officers' Training 
Corps Hall of Fame. 
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Wilber A. Bliss III '60 
 

     The year is 1962 and the place is Oakmont Country 
Club in Oakmont, Pennsylvania, and the event is the 1962 
United States Open, one of golf’s most prestigious 
tournaments. Present at this monumental event was our 
own Wilber “Sandy” Bliss, who, at the young age of 19 had 
become a marshall at the event. Sandy’s ‘stick to it’ nature 
and enormous leadership skills attracted the attention of 
the Head Marshal, Fred Brand, who then put Sandy with 
one of the most historic figures of any sport in the world. 
His name was Arnold Palmer and, at that time, he was the 
greatest golfer on earth. For the one week of the 

tournament, Sandy became the official marshal for Arnold Palmer and a unique friendship was born. 
Sandy sent us this to honor the greatness of Arnold Palmer and to remember his friendship. 
 
Luis Mago ’82  
 
     35 years ago, Joe Bartasius ’81, ’83C and I were here getting 
ready for formation (Main Area). I was with my platoon and he was 
leading us as our regimental commander. Yesterday, my daughter 
Victoria, my brother Joe, and I were together on that same spot 
remembering and celebrating life. What a gift! This is a small part of 
the meaning of our VFMAC worldwide bond:  men and women all 
over the world remembering and living the times and values learned at 
The Forge!  
 
MG Walter Lord ’84C and Natasha Ingram ’12C 

 
      
 
MG Walter Lord ’84C and 1st LT Natasha Ingram 
’12C had a reunion at The Forge on Wednesday, 
October 12, 2016 as MG Lord was part of two 
events at VFMAC that day, our Early 
Commissioning Program Contracting Ceremony and 
our Symposium, “Risk Analysis in Today’s 
Borderless Society, put on by the College’s Center for 
the Advancement of Security Studies.  We are 
immensely proud of our alumni who serve and give 
back to our country and preserve our way of life! 
 
      
 
 
 
 

 

https://sna.etapestry.com/prod/entityRoleHome.do?second=true&entityRoleRef=10281.0.62406
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Society of the Golden Sword Reception and Recognition Weekend 2016 
 

On Friday night September 30, 2016 we had a 
reception for the Society of the Golden Sword in Crossed 
Sabres hosted by Col John C. Church, Jr., 
USMCR, President of VFMA&C. The Society of the 
Golden Sword is comprised of donors who graciously 
give $1,000 or more during the year and receive 
recognition for their support of our Alma Mater. 
This reception is to honor them in their efforts to 
keep VFMAC strong and growing. Thank You!  It 
is easy to become a member of the society and 
receive the recognition and benefits membership 
has to offer. Please call Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, 
Director of Alumni Relations at 610-989-1329 or 
tgoldblum@vfmac.edu to learn more.  
 

Pictured above are: Col Church, John L. English ’91, VFMA&C Board Chairman  
and Jeffrey A. Kreuer ’80, Director of the Alumni Association Board of Directors.  

 
 
 
 
 
Right: The World Famous VFMA&C Band 
performed for Parents, Faculty, Staff and 
Alumni in Eisenhower Hall at Recognition 
Weekend 2016.  
 
 
 
 
 
Vladimir A. Korol ’16  
 

     Academy classes received a surprise visit from one 
of our recent outstanding graduates and alums, MIDN 
4/C Vladimir A. Korol ’16, who was president of his 
senior class and cadet battalion commander of the 
Corps of Cadets. MIDN 4/C Korol is now enjoying 
great success as a freshman midshipman at the United 
States Naval Academy at Annapolis. He came back to 
share the story of his success with future graduates and 
to pass on that aura of success that VFMA&C 
graduates possess. Thank you very much MIDN 4/C 
Korol for giving back to our Alma Mater. Go Navy! 

 
 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
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Guy B. Wheeler III ’68  
 

     One of the great names and personalities of Valley Forge Military 
Academy & College has returned to campus with a mission. Guy 
Wheeler III ’68, the adjutant of the 1968 Corps of Cadets has 
returned to bring the next generation of Wheeler to VF. The young 
Mr. Rex Wheeler is now a cadet in D Troop and will carry on the 
proud traditions of his family. Guy has also become involved with 
our Center for the Advancement of Security Studies in the College. 
He has worked extensively in the area of technical intelligence where 

he became one of the heroes of WTC 9/11. He is bringing his great experience and knowledge to the 
CASS program. Welcome back Guy, we missed you.  Congrats, Rex! 
 
 
Professor Moritz Hunzinger ’77 

 
     One of our must distinguished Alums is Professor 
Moritz Hunzinger, noted scientist and teacher and a 
proud member of the “Long Line of Grey.” On 
October 18, 2016, Dr. Hunzinger was awarded the 
Medal of Excellence from the City of Kiev, Ukraine. 
Former World Boxing Heavy Weight Champion 

Vitale Klitschko, now the Mayor of Kiev, and Deputy Head of the City of Kiev 
Administration, Anna Starostenko, presented the award to Dr. Hunzinger ’77.  
 
Congressman Pat Meehan, Symposium for the Service Academies  
 

     Congressman Meehan represents the 7th 
Congressional district of Pennsylvania and is a 
longtime supporter of the Forge. He takes an active 
part in many of the activities at The Forge by 
participating in our Center for the Advancement of 
Security Studies in the College and running seminars 
for instructing Academy students in how to apply for 
and receive appointments to the United States Service 
Academies, West Point (USMA), Annapolis (USNA), 
Air Force (USAFA), Coast Guard (USCGA), and 
Merchant Marines (USMMA). We have had many 
Congressional and Senatorial appointments for our 
cadets and Congressman Meehan has been there to 

help shepherd the cadets through the complicated process.  We thank him for all his efforts and for 
his service to the community at Valley Forge Military Academy and College. 
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Early Commissioning Program 
 
     Valley Forge Military College (The 
Military College of Pennsylvania) is 
one of only five institutions in the 
United States that has the ability to 
commission 2nd lieutenants into the 
United States Army in two years with 
a rigorous course of training 
physically and academically. Every 
year the new class of ECP students 
must sign their contract and take an 
oath when they join this prestigious 
program. We are so proud this year 
to have had MG Walter Lord ’84C 
administer the oath to our  
new leaders. They have made a  
commitment to our country and we are all  
proud of them.  
 
ROTC Ranger Challenge 
 

     Our Ranger Challenge team earned the 'Top MJC' 
award at this weekend's Ranger Challenge competition 
at Ft Knox, KY,beating out the other 4 MJCs during 
a 2 day competition that included 33 miles of 
movement, marksmanship, land navigation, squad 
tactics, boat movement, rope bridge, medical 
evacuation, and numerous other tasks. The cadets 
were exhausted but in high spirits. Next year we will 
aim to beat all Senior Military Colleges as well! 
 
      
 

 
 
Great job by CDTs DiNoto and Lorig, team captains, 
and CPT Kuppler/SFC Lundsman, coaches. 
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VFMC Center for the Advancement of Security Studies 
 

     VFMC’s Center for the Advancement of Security Studies (CASS) 
hosted its second large panel discussion on October 12 in Eisenhower 
Hall.  The panel titled, “Risk Analysis in Today’s Borderless Economy,” 
explored national security questions framed within the context of a 
currently struggling globalized economy.  The panel participants included 
MG Walt Lord ’84C, COL Joe Bartasius USA (Ret.), ’81 and ’83C, 
Louis Mago ’82, and Bill Wheatley.  All aspects of national security 
were represented by their combined expertise – military, economic, 
cybersecurity, and intelligence. 
     The issues presented were the same discussed in presidential debates, 
board rooms, classrooms, and dining rooms.  The major difference, 
however, was that CASS took the emotion from the discussions, and the 

panel experts did not engage in political rhetoric.  It was truly an apolitical experience with significant 
political implications.  
     The initial feedback from senior leadership, panel participants, cadets, and 
audience members is that the CASS event was a success.  The highlight of the 
night was VFMAC’s Corps of Cadets, who had the opportunity to mingle with 
business professionals, national security experts, academics, and distinguished 
alumni during the reception before the panel discussion.  All were impressed by 
the professionalism displayed by the cadets.  The cadets, themselves, said the 
event was exactly what they came to the Forge for, and were honored to be able 
to have thoughtful discussions with those in attendance. 
 

Right:  MG Walt Lord ’84C and 
Cadet Michael D’Annunzio ’19 

 
Upcoming Events:  “We encourage alumni participation and support” 
 
10/30/16  Chapel, Speaker, and Parade    11:00 AM 
11/6/16  Philadelphia Veterans Day Parade 
11/10/16  USMC Birthday Event at Philadelphia’s City Hall  
   with Mayor Kenney 
11/11/16  NYC/Media/Wayne Veterans Day Parades 
11/11/16  NYC Regiment Function after America’s Parade  
11/18/16  Academy Career Day 
11/19/16  AABOD November Meeting – Mellon Hall  9:30 AM 
11/22/16  Military Tattoo in Price Hall     4:30 PM 
12/8/16  Wreaths Across America 
12/9/16  Winter Holiday Concert in Mellon Hall   5:00 PM 
12/9/16  DC Regiment Dinner at Mt Vernon Inn   6:00 PM 
12/11/16  Christmas Vespers      6:00 PM 
4/28/17 – 4/30/17 2017 Homecoming Weekend 
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Valley Forge Military Academy & College 
Invites you to join us in celebration of the 

 

2017 Alumni Homecoming Weekend 
Friday, April 28th to Sunday, April 30th 

 

Reconnect with your Alma Mater 
 

Visit with the President of VFMA&C 
Colonel John C. Church, Jr., USMCR 

 
Meet and visit with the faculty and staff of VFMA&C 

 
Meet and greet your former classmates and fellow Alumni 

 

Sign up now for the Weekend Package at: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vfmac-homecomingalumni-weekend-2017-tickets-

27157107640 
 

(You are guaranteed last year’s price until 12/31/16) 
 

For additional information please contact: 
 

VFMA&C Alumni Office 
Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C 

(610) 989-1329 
tgoldblum@vfmac.edu 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vfmac-homecomingalumni-weekend-2017-tickets-27157107640
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vfmac-homecomingalumni-weekend-2017-tickets-27157107640
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To purchase this marvelous book please place your order with Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director 

of Alumni Relations, 610-989-1329 or tgoldblum@vfmac.edu. 

The price (which includes domestic shipping and handling) $40.00 
 
 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
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2017 Homecoming Auction Special 
 

 
 

Alumni Homecoming Auction for 2017 – Bidding begins now. Minimum $4,000 
Donated by: 

COL. William Ridley USA (Ret.) ’64 
To place your bid: tgoldblum@vfmac.edu of call Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C 

610-989-1329 
The Alumni Homecoming Auction Committee is looking for items for our 2017 Silent 

Auction. You can give everything from Gift Baskets to jewelry, from wine to art, please let us 
know. Let’s appeal to everyone and make this auction our biggest yet.  

Thank you for your support. Contact: Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C 
tgoldblum@vfmac.edu or 610-989-1329 

 
Arthur Lambert ’60 - Chairman 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
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When making your purchases through Amazon.com, please remember your 

Alma Mater. Every purchase helps make us stronger. 

 

 
 

 
To purchase your copy of this unique video history of the first 40 years of Valley Forge 

Military Academy & College, narrated by LTG Milton Medenbach, BG Alfred Sanelli and 
BG Ralph Jones. The cost is $30.00. (Shipping included) 

Call Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations                                                                
610-989-1329 or TGoldblum@vfmac.edu  

 

 

mailto:TGoldblum@vfmac.edu
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Custom Made Crochet Flags and Blankets 
 
     World Famous Flag Maker, Fran Valley (wife of Alum Carl Valley ’70) will custom crochet 
classic flags or blankets for your home. Her custom made flags are hanging in the U.S. Army 
Museum, The World Trade Center Memorial Museum, The Red Cross Museum, The VFMAC 
Museum and many other national memorials. These are unique collectors’ items and Fran is making 
them available for you to have.  Whether you want the original 13 Star Flag or the 50 Star modern 
version, she will craft them for you. Proceeds from the sale of these will go to the Forge Fund.  

 

                                             

 

 

TAPs 

 Mr. Edward J. Kehoe, Jr. '42, TAPS, September 18, 2016, Tulsa, OK 

 Mr. Charles M. Blake, Jr. '45, TAPS, September 26, 2016, Sisters, OR 

 Mr. John D. Jenkins '50, TAPS, October 6, 2016, State College, PA 

 Mr. Joseph F. Santoro '68, TAPS, October 18, 2016, Philadelphia, PA 

 Mr. Robert J. Schein '70C, TAPS, September 29, 2016, Lake Ariel, PA 

 Mr. Anthony S. Fuschetto '73, TAPS, September 20, 2016, Deerfield Beach, FL 

 Mr. Theodore W. Gumienny '78, TAPS, September 28, 2016, Folsom, PA 

 CPT Timothy Franklin Dowd, USAR (Ret.) '91C, TAPS, September 16, 2016, 
Manhasset, NY 

 

 

Twin Bed Crochet Blanket - 

$300.00 

Crochet American Flag 13” X 17” 

$300.00 
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Valley Forge Old Guard 

 

     Throughout the history of Valley Forge Military Academy & College, the leadership encouraged 
to stand within the Corps of Cadets each year to recognize their excellence in academic, military and 
extracurricular activities. General Milton G. Baker, our founder honored those who returned the 
next year by having them wear their red ropes until the announcement of the next Anthony Wayne 
Legion Guard. These returning elite leaders in the Corps of Cadets will now be known as Valley 
Forge Old Guard. Congratulations to those who keep up the traditions and pride of our Alma 
Mater. 
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Veterans Day Parade – America’s Parade in New York City 

     Valley Forge Military Academy & College is proud to announce that our cadets will be marching 
in the New York City Veterans Day Parade -- America's Parade -- this year. Please join your fellow 
alumni, family, friends and staff to view the parade at 43rd Street and 5th Avenue in Manhattan on 
November 11th, 12-3pm. 

     A reception hosted by the Gotham Alumni Regiment will be held for alumni, families, and 
friends at 4 West 43rd Street from 4-6pm. Please alert all ALUMNI in the area to join us!! 

     For more information or if you have any questions, please contact Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, 
Director of Alumni Relations at tgoldblum@vfmac.edu or 610-989-1329. 
 

 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu

