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Arian Gaxherri ’13 
 
Arian Gaxherri, a 2013 alumnus of Valley Forge Military College, is the son of 
Ramiz Gexherri, a retired government employee in Kosovo, and Besa Gexheri, 
a Member of Parliament in Kosovo. Arian enrolled in Valley Forge after 
attending the Tirana, Albania campus of New York University for 2 years and a 
short time at the Kosovo Military Academy. He grew up in Kosovo during the 
violence associated with the breakup of the former Republic of Yugoslavia. At 
the height of the conflict, his parents sent him and his brother to the 
Netherlands where they stayed for two years. During his time in the 
Netherlands, he learned to speak German through watching TV and Dutch 
from daily life in Holland, on top of already speaking Albanian and Serbo-
Croatian that he learned from growing up in his neighborhood in Kosovo. He 
later learned English throughout high school and college.  
 
During high school, he was named “Student of the Year,” captain of the soccer 
team, and won championships in kickboxing and 
judo. He also served as a representative for various 
youth conferences designed to provide long term 
solutions to ethnic unrest in South East Europe. 
Arian arrived at Valley Forge at the age of 23 and 

was an inspiration to many for his demonstrated courage and 
perseverance in achieving his goals in the face of great adversity. Upon 
leaving the Forge sought political asylum in the United States due to 
the ongoing political unrest in Kosovo. 
 
Now at age 30, he has been married to his wife, Victoria, for one year 
and works in building maintenance in New York City as he awaits final 
determination of his immigration status. Upon receipt of his Green 
Card he plans to join the U.S. Army as a pathway to citizenship.  
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Alfredo V. Gonzales ’97, ’99C TAPS 
 

Fred was born in Caracas, Venezuela where he 
lived for some time. At a young age, his family 
moved to Switzerland. Spanish was his first 
language, but he learned English and French 
while in Europe making him trilingual. 
 
His six years at Valley Forge were some of the 
best times of his life and the friendships he 
made were lifelong. His friends from Valley 
Forge were his brothers. In his time at Valley 
Forge, he was a member of the Anthony Wayne 
Legion Guard and was fully engaged in all areas 

of campus life. He served as a Sergeant and Squad Leader in F Company.  
 
After graduating from VFMC, he moved to Miami to attend Johnson & Wales University, where he 
earned his Bachelor of Arts in Restaurant Management in 2003. With his degree in hand, he moved 
back to Pennsylvania and started working at PF Chang’s Bistro where he was a cook, Sous Chef, and 
most recently, Restaurant Manager. He began working at Valley Forge as an OIC in 2007 and later 
became a TAC Officer and the Deputy Commandant. He regularly worked both jobs over the years 
and greatly appreciated his many friends from PF Chang’s and Valley Forge.  
 
On Friday, October 13, 2017 a memorial service was held for Fred at the Alumni Chapel of St. 
Cornelius the Centurion where Fred was eulogized by three of his best friends from Valley Forge, 
Jordan Zitron ’97, ’99C, Sean Fox ’96, Todd Davis ’99, and Jorge Loyo Leuvanos ’96, ’98C. 
 
Fred is survived by his parents, his siblings, and his sons, Gabriel and Alexander.  
 

Campus Happenings 
 

On October 11, the 7th and 12th 
grades went on a field trip to Glen 
Onoko Falls in Lehigh Gorge State 
Park (Jim Thorpe, Pa). The cadets 
ascended a 900 foot mountain along 
a four mile trial which was dotted 
with waterfalls of various heights. 
The hike put an emphasis on 
physical fitness, land navigation, and 
camaraderie. This diverse group of 
cadets was led into the wilderness by Captain Chris Bechtel VFMAC, 
History Teacher and Rifle team coach. This type of training used to be done 
in Valley Forge Park way back in ancient times with LTG Milton Baker, 
PAANG and LTG Milton Medenbach, PAANG.  
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Trip to Army War College 
 

On October 19, Captain Chris Bechtel, VFMAC, took 
the 7th and 8th grades to visit the Army Heritage Museum 
in Carlisle, Pa. The museum celebrates and explains the 
rich 242-year history of the U.S. Army. The hands-on 
exhibits included a virtual drill instructor, virtual rifle 
qualification 
course, a 
Korean War 
bunker which 
simulated a 
Chinese night 

infantry attack, and a WWII-era parachute 
simulator.  The outdoor trail featured tanks, artillery, 
helicopters, forts, trenches, and a PT course which the 
cadets enjoyed immensely!  

 
The 2017 Crucible 

See for yourself posted on YouTube: 
 

https://youtu.be/SbY_xaAcJP8 

 

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/SbY_xaAcJP8
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Parents and Recognition Weekend 
 

Starting on the evening of Friday, October 20, 2017, 
Parents and Recognition Weekend kicked off with a 
fabulous reception held in Eisenhower Hall. The event 
was hosted by Colonel John C. Church, Jr., USMCR 
(Ret.), President of VFMAC, and Colonel Stu 
Helgeson, USMCR, Commandant of Cadets.  
Activities of the evening included a “Wine Pull” and a 
Silent Auction. The Silent Auction was held online so 
even those not in attendance could participate! The 

bidding was accessible on cell phones and 
computers in the days leading up to the event. 
There were many winners and many happy 
parents. Special thanks to project manager and 
driving force, Charisse McGill, Director of 
Parent Relations. Additional thanks go out to 
Pam Johnson, Director of the Forge Fund, 
Jeanette Berstein, Accounting Department, 
Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni 
Relations, Mary Heller, Director of Marketing, 
and all under the direction of our fearless leader 
Greg Brinn, Vice President of Institutional Advancement.  
 
 

Excitement surged Saturday morning as 
returning members of the 90th Corps of 
Cadets assembled on the Main Area and 
marched off in company formation to  
re-form on the Parade Field. Regimental 
Commander Matthew Horsky ’16, ‘18C 
and D Troop Company Commander 
Audrey Franssen ’18C lead the Corps in 
celebration, and then invited all the newly 
made cadets to join their companies and 
finally become part of the Corps. The 90th 

Corps of Cadets PASSED IN REVIEW in front of a 
packed house of parents, families, alumni, faculty, and 
staff! 
 
Following the parade, the classrooms were open and 
parents had the opportunity to speak with their 
cadet’s teachers.  
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The excitement continued Saturday at noon as activities shifted to O’Hara 
Field. A huge tailgate party was held followed by a College football game. 
Hot dogs, burgers and all the fixings were abundant. Following the 
tailgate, the VFMC Trojan Football Team put a whooping on the 
opponent by a score of 47 to 0. This really seemed like the good ole days. 
Wonderful to see a win like that and have all-you-can-eat at the same time. 
(I know I can hear it now). 
 
After Sunday morning’s wonderful breakfast buffet, served by Sodexo, 
supervised by Tim Flynn and Jessica Sekerak, it was off to Chapel 
where Colonel John C. Church, Jr., USMCR (Ret.), President of 
VFMAC, gave a stirring address. Overall, it was a wonderful and 
successful weekend and everyone had a great time and there was great 

enthusiastic feedback from all. VALLEY FORGE FOR THEE!!!! 
 

Ring Ceremony & Dinner 
 
On October 28, 2017, the Class of 2018 received one of 
the most coveted rewards of their labors, their graduating 
classes ring. With their parents in the audience, the Class of 
2018, Academy and College, were presented their rings in 
the Chapel. Afterwards, they adjourned to Mellon Hall for 
a celebration dinner. The graduating class was addressed by 
our own Colonel Joseph A. Bartasius, USA (Ret.) ’81, 
’83C, Chairman of the Alumni Board of Directors and 
former Regimental Commander. Times have changed and 
where we all used to enjoy the very formal Ring Dance, the 
cadets voted that they would rather have a presentation ceremony and a more formal dinner with 
their family and friends. They could then go on leave and enjoy the rest of the weekend with their 
loved ones. A marvelous time was had by all! 

 
Halloween Party for the Corps, Staff and Families 
 

A great time was had by everyone when the 90th Corps of Cadets held their 
annual Halloween Party for everyone. Although the weather was not as 
cooperative as it could have been, the party was moved into Price Hall Gym. 
A bouncy house, bouncy slides, face painting, arts and crafts, pumpkin tic-
tac-toe, basketball shoot, football throw, bowling for ghosts, and the ever-
popular candy collection point were set up. 
Everyone was in attendance and we got to 
meet all the children and grandchildren of 
our friends and coworkers. The kids all had 
a great time and they all went home with a 

tremendous sugar rush. BRAVO to the Academy and the College 
for putting on a great show. Great job to Liz Walberg and Joe 
Jacobs ’01 and their activities staff for putting it all together. Col 
Church and his farmers (above-left). Brayden Goldblum on the slide (above). 
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Alumni Memorial Star 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

 
Feltham Era Band Reunion 
 

On October 13-15, 
2017, a reunion for the 
Feltham Era Band was 
held. Colonel D. 
Keith Feltham ’90H 
was the Bandmaster 
here at Valley Forge 
Military Academy & 
College from 1949 
until 1976. His bands 
were renowned 
throughout the world, 
having performed in many ceremonial parades both here and abroad. 

They had given concerts before Presidents of the United States and before the Queen of England, 
and entertained dignitaries from around the world. Members of the band achieved fame and fortune 
in all areas of society and created a legacy that lives on today.  
 
The Reunion Banquet was a resounding success as close to a hundred members of the Feltham Era 
Band came to pay tribute to the memory of Col Feltham. His family, Dudley and Sarah Feltham 
and his son Christopher Feltham were in attendance for the event. The program for the evening 
was conducted by James Meckley ’67, Chairman of the entire weekend. The invocation was 
conducted by Colonel James E. May USA (Ret.) ’64, ’66C, Chaplain. Reports were given by 
Thomas Litz ’65, ’67C, Ron Tschiegg ’52, Erik Ronnegen ’64, ’66C, and William Kear ’72. 
Additionally, a report on the State of the Forge was given by Colonel John C. Church, Jr., 
USMCR (Ret.), President of Valley Forge Military Academy & College, and Tom Goldblum ’69, 
’71C, Director of Alumni Relations.  
 
James Meckley ’67 introduced the new Bandmaster, 
Vincent DeMarro, USMC (Ret.), who gave a report 
on the current state of the band and the process of 
rebuilding the greatness of the unit. Music was provided 
by Bob Coulon ’73, David Rodgers ’72, John 
“Brian” Moran ’70 and David Getz ’76C. Thank you 
for the wonderful music.  
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Bob Coulon '73, David Rodgers '72,                     
Brian Moran '70, David Getz '76C 

Full House for the Saturday Banquet Colonel Church with Mary Gans and Kara Gans 
Page 

Santa Claus and his Assistant 

 
During the weekend the Feltham era alumni set up various tours of Valley Forge Park and Valley 
Forge Military Academy. They had get-togethers for membership at Maggiano’s in King of Prussia 
and shopping trips for the ladies to the King of Prussia Mall. On Friday and Saturday, Colonel 
Church and Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C greeted and opened the Post for alumni who have not been 
back in a while. Activities and comradery were had by all. Please get involved and help make the 
current band as great as the bands yesterday. 
 
 

 
Colonel Church and the Feltham Family 
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NSA/DHS Designates Valley Forge Military College as 

Center of Academic Excellence in Cyber Defense 2 Year Education  

Wayne, Pa. – September 18, 2017 – The National Security Agency (NSA) and Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) have notified Valley Forge Military College (VFMC), the Governor of 
Pennsylvania, and the United States Congress that VFMC has now been designated a Center of 
Academic Excellence in Cyber Defense 2 Year Education (CAE2Y). This is a remarkable 
achievement, making VFMC the only two-year college in Pennsylvania, and the only junior military 
college in the United States with that designation. 
 
According to NSA/DHS, the CAE2Y program is designed to strengthen the nation’s cybersecurity 
workforce by promoting only those colleges and universities that demonstrate an “innovative, 
comprehensive and multidisciplinary education and training” in cybersecurity. The requirements are 
extensive and the review process is robust to ensure integrity of the CAE2Y designation. 
 
Maureen Malone, Dean of VFMC, noted “As soon as we could apply for the designation, we did. 
Graduates of VFMC’s Cybersecurity Certificate Program will now carry the official seals of NSA 
and DHS on their certificates, which make them unique as candidates applying for jobs in any 
industry.” 
 
The College’s Cybersecurity Certificate is part of its Justice and Security Studies Program that trains 
and educates students going into intelligence, national security, emergency management, and law 
enforcement professions. The program delivers instruction that brings balance to the students’ 
world-view that allows them to quickly assess situations, identify problems, propose solutions, and 
supervise their implementation. 
 
Since 1935, VFMC has earned a reputation as a well-renowned co-educational, accredited two-year 
private college. Young men and women come to VFMC to hold themselves to a higher standard of 
education and develop to their full potential. Designated as the Military College of Pennsylvania, 
VFMC provides an educational experience unlike any other in the Commonwealth. The quality 
academic foundation and individual confidence acquired at VFMC has served many of our graduates 
as a springboard to academic and personal success. 
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Courage, Honor, Conquer 

By Ronald Tschiegg ’52C 
      
Tales from the beginning in 1928 to 1970 when the Corps of Cadets 
numbered over 1,200. Here is your opportunity to have this amazing volume 
in your home library.  
 
Price (domestic shipping & handling included): $40.00 
 
To purchase this book please contact: 
Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations 
610-989-1329 or tgoldblum@vfmac.edu. 

 

     THE PAST IN REVIEW  
 

A unique video history of the first 40 years of Valley Forge Military 
Academy & College, narrated by LTG Milton Medenbach, BG Alfred 
Sanelli and BG Ralph Jones. 
 
Price (shipping & handling included): $30.00 
 
To purchase this book please contact: 
Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations 
610-989-1329 or tgoldblum@vfmac.edu. 

 

 

When making your purchases through Amazon.com, please remember your 

Alma Mater. Every purchase helps make us stronger. 

 
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Valley Forge Military Academy 
Foundation every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find 
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to Valley Forge Military 
Academy Foundation. The first time you visit select your charity: "Valley Forge Military Academy 
Foundation" and every other time you visit under the search bar you will see: "Supporting: Valley 
Forge Military Academy Foundation".  

 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Alumni Gift Items 

                 

         2015 Alumni Pin - $15.00                             2015 Alumni Shield Cufflinks - $40.00 

                           

 Alumni Tie (Battery Red Tie) - $35.00      Alumni Crest - $35.00 

                               

                    

 

 

 

 

                  Alumni Challenge Coin - $35.00                                       Alumni Tie Bar - $35.00 

Total Price of Package (1 of each) - $165.00 

To order please contact: Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations 
610-989-1329 or tgoldblum@vfmac.edu 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
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Dates to Remember 

November 11, 2017      

Veterans Day Parade – America’s Parade in New York City 

Valley Forge Military Academy & College is proud to announce that once again our cadets will be 
marching in the New York City Veterans Day Parade -- America's Parade. Please join your fellow 
alumni, family, friends, and staff to view the parade at 43rd Street and 5th Avenue in Manhattan on 
November 11th, 12-3pm. For more information please follow the link below: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vfmac-new-york-city-veterans-day-parade-presentation-regiment-
event-tickets-38098044276 

 

 
November 17, 2017 Annual Military Tattoo – 5:30 pm 
 
April 27, 2018  Academy Career Day- starts at 8:00 am 
 
April 27 - 29, 2018 Alumni Homecoming! Classes ending in 3 and 8 are the five year 

reunion classes. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vfmac-new-york-city-veterans-day-parade-presentation-regiment-event-tickets-38098044276
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vfmac-new-york-city-veterans-day-parade-presentation-regiment-event-tickets-38098044276
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2018 Homecoming Silent Auction 
 

Brothers and sisters, we are looking for items to be a part of the 2018 Homecoming 
Silent Auction. If you have any items we can auction to support projects around our 
campus please let me know. We are always looking for the unusual items related to 
Valley Forge Military Academy & College, but we are also looking items, such as, 
jewelry, paintings, alcoholic beverages, vacations, timeshares, restaurants, tickets, etc. 
Let’s have a huge silent auction this year and help support all the projects that are near 
and dear to our hearts. 

 
Please Contact:  

Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C 
Director of Alumni Relations 

610-989-1329 
tgoldblum@vfmac.edu 

 

 
 
 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
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A Message from Glenn Horsky ’74, Museum Curator and Father of Regimental 
Commander Matthew Horsky ’16, ’18C 
 

The greatest gift you can offer VFMAC is your 
sons and daughters. Please consider sending your 
children to Valley Forge. As you know, 
developing young minds to be of high character 
and unwavering integrity is a fit that endures for a 
lifetime. Becoming a VFMAC Legacy Family is 
very rewarding. It is a special thing you are doing 
for your children and it is far too rare a 
happening. It is a win-win for all and most 
importantly your cadet’s future is certainly 
enhanced and expanded. As you know we have 
produced “success” at Valley Forge and we 
continue to do so. Some of the great leaders in the 
military, business, politics, and professional walks 
of life have come from VFMAC. Legacy cadets do 
incredibly well at the “Forge” and we have even 
produced two Regimental Commanders from 
Legacy Families since 1995. Please consider my 
request as my brother and I both attended as has 
my older son Patrick Horsky ’15 (Cadet Major) 
and my son Matthew ’16, ’18C, Regimental 
Commander. It is my pride and joy that my family 
is associated with such a fine Institution. 
Courage, Honor Conquer!!!! Valley Forge for thee. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Glenn Horsky ’74 
 
 

Curator of the VFMAC Museum 
Member of the Alumni Association Board of Directors 

Father of Matthew Horsky ’16, ’18C, Regimental Commander 
 


