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Michael Ricketts ’78 and Cadet Wakeen Edmonds  

 
On November 2, the Corps of Cadets, faculty, staff, and 
alumni went on a very interesting field trip to Lincoln 
Financial Field to watch the Navy Midshipman play the 
Temple Owls in a return match from last year. All those 
attending had a great time of comradeship and cheering. 
We most definitely had a divided group as there were 
those who were rooting for either side. Col John C. 
Church, Jr., USMCR (Ret.), President of VFMAC and 
Col Stu Helgeson, USMCR, Commandant of Cadets 
and COO, were all about cheering for Navy, many from 
the Philadelphia area were very pro Temple.  

 
Mike Ricketts ’78, one of our Trustees and the all-time 
record holder for many of the school’s football statistical 
categories hosted many of those who went in his Eagles 
Suite at the stadium. Thanks Mike! I think your cousin 
Wakeen Edmonds said it best, “My Cousin Mike Ricketts 
in the middle; Looking good doing the right thing for our 
Alma Mater and for those young men! I too was a young 

man who went to 
VFMA because of 
you, and it has made all the difference in the development 
of my character, of my discipline, of my work habits and 
ethnic, in my motivation and drive, in my will and skill!”  
 
For the record Temple University won the game. Pictures 
were provided by Captain Chris Bechtel, Academy 
History Instructor. 
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D Troop Gala 
 

On November 1 a Formal Gala was held for the 
benefit of our world-famous equestrian unit, D 
Troop. Hosts for the evening were Ms. Maria Metz, 
Director of Horsemanship, and Cadet Captain 
Audrey Franssen ’18C, D Troop Company 
Commander. Committee members included Mr. 
John. L. English ’91, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, VFMAC, Col John C. Church, Jr., 
USMCR (Ret.), President of VFMAC, Mr. George 
Schildge ’56, Trustee, VFMAC, Col Stuart 
Helgeson, USMCR, Commandant of Cadets and 
COO, Mr. Conrad Muhly ’73, Trustee, VFMAC, 

Mr. Frank Spano ’01, Associate Dean of VFMC, Barbara McGinniss, Three Diamond Stables, 
and Jay Flynn, Farrier, CJF. 
 
As Valley Forge Military Academy & College’s premier equestrian unit, D Troop serves as the face 
of the institution as a mounted color guard and mounted escort at events throughout the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and beyond.  
 
Additionally, D Troop cadets compete in equestrian competitions in IEA and IHSA programs and 
become proficient in parade and cavalry skills to include mounted use of sabers and lances. 
 
D Troop continues its strong relationship with the First Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry, the oldest 
continuously serving military unit in the United States, and provides equestrian training and support 
to the First City Troop’s many local and national level events. 
 

Flag Folding for Veterans Day Salute 
 
During week of Veterans Day the cadets participated 
in a flag folding ceremony lead by the organization, 
Saving Hallowed Ground. We celebrate the Veterans 
of all the military branches: Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines, Coast Guard, Merchant Marine. Under the 
Command of Deputy Commandant Col Ken Seitz 
’08H the Cadets had to opportunity to fold the 
Garrison Flag, the largest flag in use. We present to 
you pictures of their achievement. Great job 90th 
Corps of Cadets. This is what makes us a cut above.  
Practice made perfect and under the proper 
instruction from Saving Hallowed Ground and the 
Commandant’s Department the perfect fold was 
accomplished. 
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Alex Hammond ’16C 
 

As balloons and “I Voted” buttons celebrated election night 
across the state, Alex Hammond ’16C unfolded a torn-up 
piece of paper that would determine the next four years of his 
life. It read, “Alex: 465. Sandy: 387.” 
 
For the past four months, Hammond, had been campaigning 
in his hometown of Waddington, New York for the position 
of Town Supervisor. After a spontaneous decision to run for 
office, Hammond dedicated his final fall semester to knocking 

on door after door, engaging Waddington voters while raising awareness about his goals and run for 
office. Hammond’s campaigning ended in a victory! 
 
 

Robert S. Jaegers ’70, B Company 
 
Major General Michael A. Calhoun, Adjutant General 
of Florida, and his Aide de Camp, Captain, Florida Air 
National Guard, are welcomed to Court by Assistant 
State Attorney Robert S. Jaegers ‘70 B Co. Bob is Lt 
Colonel, JAGC, USAFR (Ret.), and is the prosecutor for 
the court, which combines the treatment assets of the 
Veteran Affairs (VA) Medical Centers with monitoring 
and enforcement of the Florida Criminal Justice System.  
Veterans who enter the voluntary court division receive 
close supervision from a probation officer, mentoring 
from their military service peers, and reports to the presiding judge (a Marine veteran) from the VA 
justice outreach specialist assigned to the court.  Over 2,000 veterans have successfully obtained 
reductions in their sentences or even dismissal of their charges, which have included felonies as well 
as misdemeanor and traffic crimes. 

 
 
James “Pete” McLallen ’62, ’64C 
 

Pete McLallen ’62, ’64C and retired Chrysler VP welcomed Colonel John 
C. Church, Jr., USMCR (Ret.), President of VFMAC, and Dawn Dreese, 
Director of College Admissions, to a convention of Michigan’s Junior ROTC 
Cadets. Col Church was one of the keynote speakers at this very important 
function and he did a great job of telling all the cadets gathered about the 
excellence of VFMC. After the proceedings Pete, Col Church and Dawn 
were able to speak to small groups of cadets in a more informative session.  
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Brad Waldenmyer ’69, John Meade ’68, ’70C 
 

Brad Waldenmyer ’69 and 
John Meade ’68, ’70C are 
not only loyal and dedicated 
Alumni, they are also intrepid 
travelers for the Forge and its 
betterment.  Brad traveled all 
the way to St. Louis, Mo. to 
secure a very unique piece of 
equipment that would help 
VFMAC with recruiting and 
handicapped transportation. Brad picked up a 6-passenger golf cart 
with woody sides and battery charger for use at our Alumni 
Homecoming and for the Admissions Department to give tours 
around the Post. Dubbed “Buckeye One” by the N.E. Ohio 
Regiment of the Alumni Association the golf card was sleek, fast 

and above all comfortable for all those riding. Nothing but the best for our guests and Alumni.  
Brad and his trusty John made the trip from Cleveland to VFMAC through the rugged Alleghany 
Mountains in the rain, sleet, snow and fog to 
deliver this wonderful package. They were met at 
the Motor Pool the next morning by Colonel 
Stuart Helgeson, USMCR, Commandant of 
Cadets and COO, Greg Brinn, Vice President 
of Institutional Advancement, Tom Goldblum 
’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations, and 
Jerry Supplee ’69, Facilities Consultant, and 
CWO Thomas Abraham, USA (Ret.). Brad 
and John gave detailed instructions on the use 
and care of the cart and Jerry put the VFMAC 
sticker on the hood, officially dedicating Buckeye 
One to VFMAC. 

 
 
Larry Fitzgerald ’02 
 

As you may be aware, VFMA graduate and Arizona Cardinal wide receiver, 
Larry Fitzgerald was the latest football player to be highlighted in the NFL 
Films documentary series, A Football Life. Our very own Mike Muscella, 
assistant athletic director and Larry’s former football coach, was featured in 
the documentary. If you haven’t had a chance to view the video, click here. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyVxarT33_Q
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Happy Birthday United States Marine Corps 
 
On November 10, 2017, the United States Marine Corps celebrated its 242nd Birthday and the 90th 
Corps of Cadets paid tribute to all Marines with a celebration and cake cutting on the Main Area. As 
part of the tribute a message was read to the Corps from the Commandant of the Marine Corps 
General Robert B. Neller, USMC. Also, a few cadets had the opportunity to meet Major General 
Reynolds, USMC while representing the school at a Veterans Day event!  
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Field Trip for 9th Grade 
 

Ninth grade cadets celebrating the Marine Corps’ birthday at the base of Glen Onoko Falls in Jim 
Thorpe, Pa.- led by Cadet SSG Dallas Newland ’21. Newland’s father, a USMC combat veteran, 
served during the Invasion of Iraq.  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hackathon 2017 
 
Congrats to cadets Gerot, Masho, and Grimes (left to right) for winning second place in the 2017 
York College of Pennsylvania’s Hackathon. They traveled back and forth from the YCP Hacks 
competition and drill to finish strong in the annual event. Katie, Admissions Counselor and Director 
of Transfer Admissions, was excited to congratulate them on her visit to Valley Forge Military 
Academy & College. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/YCPHacks/
https://www.facebook.com/VFMAC/
https://www.facebook.com/VFMAC/
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English Tudor Style Village: Architecture Class 

 
Captain Josh Irvan, VFMAC, has been our Academy 
Art Teacher for many years. You will also remember 
Josh for the fact that he is a world class Ultra Marathon 
Runner who we have written about many times. Josh is 
rated #4 in the World for Ultra Marathon in his age 
group. However, he won’t tell me his age group. Josh is 
also the Yearbook Coordinator and the Art and 
Architecture Teacher at VFMA. He has sent us a sample 
of the 
project that 
his classes 

have been working on this year. I’m sure you will find 
these pictures as uplifting as I do for the work and 
talent shown by our cadets.  
 
 
 
 
 

Patriots Run 
 

On Veteran’s Day the VFMC Business Honor 
Society, under the leadership of their class 
advisor Colonel James McCloskey, USA 
(Ret.), Professor of Business Administration, 
held the Inaugural Patriots Run. The event 
was dedicated to those VFMAC Alumni who 
have paid the ultimate sacrifice while 
defending our great Nation. The proceeds of 
the run directly benefit the design and 
functionality of the VFMAC Boodle Shop and 
The Wounded Warrior Project, who’s CEO is 
LTG Michael Linnington, USA (Ret.) ’76 

and a distinguished Alumnus.  
 
Thank you to the sponsors, all those who participated in the run, 
and the volunteers and members of the faculty and staff who 
took time out of their weekend to participate and make this a 
truly magnificent start to this new VFMC tradition. Special 
thanks to the members of the Washington Pipe Band for their 
participation in starting and finishing the race. 
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Valley Forge Military College is a CAE2Y in Cyber Defense Education 
 

Valley Forge Military College received its official certificate from the NSA & DHS that designates us 
as a CAE2Y in Cyber Defense Education! VFMC is "the first and only CAE2Y College in 
Pennsylvania" with this distinction. 

 

  
 
 

Rear Admiral L. Virgil Hill, Jr., USN (Ret.) ’00H 
 
Recently Admiral Hill’s portrait was revealed at a USNA Foundation Dinner. This portrait will 
hang with the other Superintendents portraits in Dahlgren Hall at United States Naval Academy. 
Admiral Hill is a former VFMAC President. Pictured with Admiral Hill are his wife and VFMAC 
former First Lady Kim Hill ’00H, who is our intrepid reporter on this story. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/vfmc
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Veterans Day Parade – America’s Parade in New York City 

 
On Veteran’s Day,the Valley Forge Military Academy & College Regimental Band was the lead unit 
in the Veterans Day Parade in New York City. The Band did us proud and our Alumni came out to 
help feed them and greet them. The Alumni had the privildege of sitting in the main reviewing 
stand. The parade was produced by the Veterans of New York headed by our own Major Dan 
McSweeney, USMCR (Ret.) ’88. Attending from The Forge were Colonel John C. Church, Jr., 
USMCR (Ret.), President of VFMAC, Greg Brinn, Vice President of Institutional Advancement, 
Robin Lahiri ’85, Regiments Chairman of the Alumni Association Board of Directors, Fred 
Betman ’74, Director of the AABOD and Regimental Commander of the TAMV Cyber Regiment, 
Michael Mangual ’07C and many others among the crowds and the floats of our wonderful 
Veterans. Col Church even had the opportunity to meet the one and only Col Buzz Aldrin, USAF 
(Ret.)! 
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Success from VFMAC to WVU to Pro Football 
 
Valley Forge Alumni Football players at WVU, The of them became players in the NFL and one 
even has a Super Bowl ring. Pictured are Aaron Beasley ’92, Leroy White, Jr. ’93, Ted Daniels 
’94, and Lovette Purnell ’92. 
 

 
 
 

Dr. Martin Clemis Ph.D. 
 
Valley Forge Military College professor, Dr. Martin Clemis, has written his first book- The Control 
War: The Struggle for South Vietnam, 1968-1975. Currently, Dr. Clemis is Assistant Director of 
Research for the Center for the Advancement of Security 
Studies (CASS) at Valley Forge Military College as well as 
Assistant Professor of History and Government. The Control 
War stems from Marty’s dissertation, which was awarded the 
coveted U.S. Army Center of Military History Dissertation 
Fellowship.  
 
“Dr. Clemis’ work presents an extremely well-written, 
extensively researched, and clearly articulated argument that 
discusses the critical link between conceptions of space, 
population control, and the political and military machinations 
of ideology in a counterinsurgency war. Ultimately, he shows 
that a successful insurgency or counterinsurgency are 
concerned less with winning the hearts and minds of the 
people, and more about controlling them. In South Vietnam, 
the Vietnamese Communist, South Vietnamese Government, 
and American forces fought the control war in the hamlets 
and villages to varying degrees of success,” said VFMC 
Professor and Director of CASS, Earl Catagnus, Jr., Ph.D. 
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Valley Forge Military Academy & College presents the 2017 Military Tattoo 

 

 
 

On F November 17, 2017, the VFMAC Regimental Band presented the 2017 Military Tattoo. A 
special thanks to the following staff and faculty for all their help with the preparation and execution 
of the event. Col John C. Church, Jr., USMCR (Ret.), President of VFMAC, Mr. Vince 
DeMarro, Director of Music Programs & Tattoo Co-Director, Mr. Harry Sokol, Director of the 
Choir, Senior Airman Libby Graves, USAF, Tattoo Narrator, Mr. Colin Drummond, Pipe 
Major, Washington Memorial Pipe Band, Col Kenneth Seitz, VFMAC ’08H, Tattoo Co-Director, 
and Mr. David Taylor, and Captain Peter Ross, VFMAC, Floor Managers. 
 
Also performing were the Valley Forge Military College Drill Team, the Regimental Choir, 
VFMAC Field Music, the Washington Memorial Pipe Band, the United States Army Old 
Guard Fife and Drum Corps and the United States Naval Academy Silent Drill Team. They 
put on one tremendous show! In case you missed it, click here to view.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=3Hcetw3PcbA
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Dates to Remember 

April 27, 2018  Academy Career Day Starts at 8:00 am 
 
April 27 - 29, 2018 Alumni Homecoming Classes ending in 3 and 8 are the five year 

reunion classes. 
 

2018 Homecoming Silent Auction 
 
Brothers and Sisters: 
 
We are looking for auction items for the 2018 Homecoming Silent Auction. If you have any items 
for auction please let me know. We are always looking for the unusual items related to Valley Forge 
Military Academy & College, but we are also looking for items, such as, jewelry, paintings, wine & 
spirits, vacations, timeshares, restaurants, and tickets. Let’s have a huge silent auction this year and 
help support all the projects that are near and dear to our hearts. 

 
Please Contact:  

Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C 
Director of Alumni Relations 

610-989-1329 
tgoldblum@vfmac.edu 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
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Courage, Honor, Conquer 
By Ronald Tschiegg ’52C 

      
Tales from the beginning in 1928 to 1970 when the Corps of Cadets 
numbered over 1,200. Here is your opportunity to have this amazing volume 
in your home library.  
 
Price (domestic shipping & handling included): $40.00 
 
To purchase this book please contact: 
Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations 
610-989-1329 or tgoldblum@vfmac.edu. 

 

     THE PAST IN REVIEW  
 

A unique video history of the first 40 years of Valley Forge Military 
Academy & College, narrated by LTG Milton Medenbach, BG Alfred 
Sanelli and BG Ralph Jones. 
 
Price (shipping & handling included): $30.00 
 
To purchase this book please contact: 
Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations 
610-989-1329 or tgoldblum@vfmac.edu. 

 

 

When making your purchases through Amazon.com, please remember your 

Alma Mater. Every purchase helps make us stronger. 

 
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Valley Forge Military Academy 
Foundation every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find 
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to Valley Forge Military 
Academy Foundation. The first time you visit select your charity: "Valley Forge Military Academy 
Foundation" and every other time you visit under the search bar you'll see: "Supporting: Valley 
Forge Military Academy Foundation".  

 

 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
http://smile.amazon.com/
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Alumni Gift Items 

                 

         2015 Alumni Pin - $15.00                             2015 Alumni Shield Cufflinks - $40.00 

                           

 Alumni Tie (Battery Red Tie) - $35.00      Alumni Crest - $35.00 

                               

                    

 

 

 

 

                  Alumni Challenge Coin - $35.00                                       Alumni Tie Bar - $35.00 

Total Price of Package (1 of each) - $165.00 

To order please contact: Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations 
610-989-1329 or tgoldblum@vfmac.edu 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu

