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Published by the Alumni Association  
 
Sean Nuila ’96, ’98C 
 

Humbled and honored to have been promoted to Commander in the 
United States Navy, by an incredible Officer and mentor CAPT Babak 
'Bobby' Barakat - on Saturday 7 September, at Valley Forge Military 
Academy Eisenhower Hall, the school that motivated me to one day join 
and serve. It was so great seeing my family, friends, and Shipmates. I 
would not be here if it wasn’t for the support of so many family, friends, 
mentors and the amazing Sailors I’ve had the incredible honor to serve 
with. Thank you! 
 
Attending the ceremony were Alumni Association Board of Directors 
Treasurer Ivan G. Brown ’97 and Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of 

Alumni Relations. On behalf of all those at VFMAC and all the Alumni we wish to Congratulate 
Sean and his family for this promotion and thank them all for their service to our Country.  
 

Richard Allridge ’70 and Michael Klein ’73 
 
Rick Allridge and Mike Klein met back on August 24, 
1969.   Mike was a plebe in B Company and Rick was his 
executive officer. Mike's father snapped a picture of Rick and 
Mike back in 1969 following a Sunday parade. They made a 
commitment then and there to come back periodically and take 
a picture in that same exact spot.  The following pictures were 
taken in 1979, 1989, 1999, 2009, and 2019.  The picture taken 
in 2019 was taken 50 years to the day that they first met, 
August 24, 2019.  They took the picture next to a fire 
hydrant.  That was deliberate because the original picture from 
1969 had the same exact fire hydrant in the background.  Mike 
said:  "Some of the best and oldest friendships I have, began at 
the “Forge”.  The experience of going through my plebe year, 
living in Washington Hall (an experience unto itself.  For those of you who lived there I need not 
say anymore).   In the 50 years that followed, I made many friends in my life but none as special as 
those 
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Panama Alumni Gathering – Pictures by Leong LT-san 
 

    
 
Roger Parrino ’79 
 
A Great Honor for Brother Roger Parrino ’79. Congratulations!!! 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100011352903406&ref=br_rs
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Presentation of Cadet Regimental Commander Saber, Regimental Executive 
Officer Saber and Battalion Sergeant Major Sword 
 
It is a great pleasure to recognize excellence when it presents itself. This year the Alumni had a 
special participating duty helping with Cadet Leadership Detail. The Committee that was chosen to 
assist the Commandant, Colonel J. J. Rivera, USMCR and Senior TAC Colonel Raymond 
“Boz” Bossert, Jr. ’85, USA (Ret.) was Committee Chairman John J. T. Hughes ’74, Glenn 
Horsky ’74, Greg Offner, Jr. ’00, Michael Sobey ’10C, LTC Rob Sterbutzel ’88, USA (Ret.), 
David Dortch ’19C, Harold “Jeff” Brennecke III ’73, ’75C and many others who gave of their 
time to build and train the 92nd Corps of Cadets. Special thanks to Colonel Joseph Bartasius ’81, 
’83C, USA (Ret.), Chairman of the Alumni Association Board of Directors, and John J. T. Hughes 
’74  who designed, wrote and organized the Leadership Manual and Honor Code for Cadet 
Leadership. Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations for ensuring the printing and 
distribution of the Manuals was accomplished.  
 
In a brief ceremony personal sabers and swords were presented for the year use to First Captain 
and Regimental Commander Hunter Hernandez ’20C, Second Captain and Regimental 
Executive Officer Calista Bond ’20C and Operations Sergeant Major Ashley Hartwell.  
 
Pictured from left to right are Alumni Leadership Chairman John J. T. Hughes ’74, former Color 
Guard Commander, Cadet 1st Captain and Regimental Commander Hunter Hernandez ’20C, 
Cadet 2nd Captain and Regimental Executive Officer Calista Bond ’20C, Superintendent Colonel 
Stuart Helgeson, USMCR (Ret.), Cadet Operations Sergeant Major Ashley Hartwell ’20C, 
Glenn Horsky ’74, Curator of the Museum, and Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni 
Relations. 
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2019-2020 Cadet Honor Council 
 
Effective as of today’s date, the following highlighted cadet names are appointed to the Cadet Honor 

Council of the 92nd Corps of Cadets for Academic Year 2019-2020 

Regimental Commander, Cadet First Captain Hunter Hernandez, Honor Chairman 

Regimental Executive Officer, Cadet Second Captain Calista Bond 

Infantry Battalion Commander, Cadet Third Captain Joseph Richardson 

Infantry Battalion Commander, Cadet Fourth Captain Henrique Drummond 

Headquarters, Company Commander, Cadet Captain Alexander 

Consentino 

Commander, B Company, Cadet Captain Jack Lutz 

Commander, Band Company, Cadet Captain Robert Keeney 

Commander, C Company, Cadet Captain Yegor Bannov 

Commander, D Troop, Cadet Captain Janitha Martin 

Commander, E Battery, Cadet Captain Hiroki Ball 

Commander, F Company, Cadet Captain Jackson Sharp 

Commander, G Company, Cadet Captain Ian Flynn 

Commander, I Company, Cadet Captain Christopher Holzwarth 

Regimental Adjutant, Cadet Captain William Schweizer, Recorder  

Regimental Sergeant Major, Cadet Sergeant Major Edison Valdez, Sergeant at Arms 

Honor Counsel Faculty Advisor, Commander Jonathan Duecker, U. S. Navy (Ret.) 

 
 

 
 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Valley Forge Military Academy 
Foundation every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find 
the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to Valley Forge Military 
Academy Foundation. The first time you visit select your charity: "Valley Forge Military Academy 
Foundation" and every other time you visit under the search bar you'll see: "Supporting: Valley 
Forge Military Academy Foundation".  

 

http://smile.amazon.com/
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Announcing the Accelerated Cybersecurity Certificate 
Valley Forge Military College is proud to announce its new Accelerated Cybersecurity Certificate 
with classes beginning in January 2020. We invite you to attend our Cybersecurity Open House on 
Thursday November 21, 2019 at 6:30 PM. 
 
The program is designed for adults of all ages who have a desire to become certified in 
Cybersecurity. The program can be completed in as few as nine months with the availability of 
evening classes on campus. 
 
Valley Forge Military College’s Cybersecurity program is recognized by the NSA and DHS as a 
Center for Academic Excellence in Cyber Defense for two year colleges (CAE2Y), preparing you to 
work in the rapidly growing cyber job market. 
 
Veterans are able to utilize their GI Bill funding and tuition assistance programs for the courses, and 
small class sizes as well as the availability of evening courses make for a comfortable and flexible 
atmosphere.  
 
Robert F. Smith, PhD, MEd, will speak and be available for any questions. Dr. Smith is the 
Associate Dean of Academics and Chief Academic Officer at VFMC. He holds a PhD in history and 
masters degrees in history and education. His 20 years in higher education have spanned public and 
private institutions and included work in development, student services, and academic 
administration. 

 
Alumni Sword and Saber Program 

 
Calling all alumni to donate your swords and sabers for the benefit of the Corps of Cadets. These 
swords and sabers will go all long way in providing them to cadets in need. They will be kept in Lee 
Hall under the auspices of the Commandant’s Department and will be signed out to each individual 
cadet. The cadet will be responsible for the care and upkeep of their unit. If they are promoted from 
senior NCO to Officer they will trade in their sword for a saber. This will be carefully monitored, 
and cadets will be charged for any damage to the unit or charged a replacement fee.  
 
The prices of swords and sabers have become very high and by establishing this program we hope 
to maintain a supply for the Corps.  
 
Please send your sword or saber to VFMAC, 1001 Eagle Road, Wayne, PA  19087 to the attention 
of Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations. You will receive a gift-in-kind letter for 
your contribution. For those who wish to make a tax deductible monetary contribution, please visit 
www.vfmac.edu/donate and be sure to include the note “Alumni Sword Fund”). 

http://www.vfmac.edu/donate
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Your Legacy Can Live On 
 

Valley Forge Military Academy & College takes special care to 
honor individuals whose gifts transform their generosity into 
their legacies. That’s why we have the LTG Milton G. Baker 
Society for individuals who make a documented legacy gift (or 
bequest).  
 
By naming Valley Forge Military Academy & College in your will 
you leave a Lasting Legacy to be remembered, you support 
generations of future cadets and you may lessen your family’s tax 
burden…all without affecting your cash flow today.  
 
You can include language in your will or trust specifying a gift be 
made to family, friends and Valley Forge Military Academy & 
College as part of your estate plan.  
 
Simply contact Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations, 610-989-1329 or 
tgoldblum@vfmac.edu for additional information. 

 
TAV Projects: 
 

For those of us that are frequent guests here on post we 
all remember the main sign on the Athletic Field 
General Parking Lot. It was faded and run down. 
Thanks to the hard work of our Alumni members of 
TAV – The Alumni Voice, we now have a brand new 
sign. TAV has been working on Post and has been 
responsible for many projects including replacing old 
signs with these new modern ones.  
 
The group has also refinished the two wood benches in 
the lobby of Shannon Hall that were class dedications 

and made them young and beautiful again. In addition two new benches have been ordered to add 
in the outer foyer for the comfort of both cadets and visiting parents. Projects were led by TAV 
Regimental Commander Fred Betman ’74 and project coordinator Gerald Supplee ’69, President 
of Supplee Construction.  
 
Ways to participate. You can send a check designating TAV in the Memo line and made out to 
VFMAC sent to VFMAC, 1001 Eagle Road, Wayne, PA  19087 Attn. Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C 
Director of Alumni Relations, or go to 
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/ValleyForgeMilitaryAcademy/donate.html?fbclid=
IwAR3cRDkJDod8xUFO5kV4NG1P8NFf5jdQVk3cZ5BxJ3zmVegqJcFaoflIX5w use the 
drop down box to designate TAV. If you wish you can designate the project in the note box.  
 

 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu
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Dates to Remember 
    
    November 9, 2019        Ring Ceremony in the Chapel, Dinner in Mellon Hall  
    November 16, 2019      AABOD Meeting Monthly Meeting 
    April 24, 2020      Career Day at the Academy 
    April 24, 25, 26, 2020    Homecoming 2020 
    May 4, 2020       Annual Golf Outing – St. David’s Country Club 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Development Report 
 
Please join me in welcoming our new Senior Director of Institutional Advancement, Kathleen 
Elsmore. Kathleen is an experienced fund raiser and most recently served as Development officer, 
events and annual giving at Science History institute in Philadelphia.  
  
Our newest campaign is centered around updating our security on campus. The “Campus Security 
Initiative” campaign will provide our Cadets, Faculty and Staff with the most up-to-date security 
system available. The Security Initiative plan includes all areas of campus, from College Hill to the 
athletic fields.  
  
There are many ways to support this worthwhile project. If you wish to send a check, please write 
the check out to VFMAC and include “Campus Security Initiative” in the memo line. Then mail it to 
VFMAC, 1001 Eagle Road, Wayne, PA  19087, Attention: Development. If you wish to make a 
debit/credit card payment, please use the following 
link:   https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/ValleyForgeMilitaryAcademy/donate.html 
 
Simply go to the dropdown box and choose “Campus Security Initiative”. 
 
 

Special VFMAC Pennsylvania Auto Tags (Coming soon to PA) 

 
 
 
 
 

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/ValleyForgeMilitaryAcademy/donate.html
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Alumni Gift Items 

                     

         2015 Alumni Pin - $15.00                             2015 Alumni Shield Cufflinks - $40.00 

                                      

VFMAC License Plate Frame $25.00                              Alumni Tie (Battery Red Tie) - $35.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alumni Challenge Coin - $35.00                                                         Alumni Tie Bar - $35.00 
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      VFMAC Luggage Tag                   VFMAC Key Chain                      Alumni Pants 
                   $10.00       $10.00    $75.00 
 

To order please contact: Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C, Director of Alumni Relations 
610-989-1329 or tgoldblum@vfmac.edu 

 
Grant Programs 
 
We are pleased to announce that under the leadership of Superintendent Colonel Stuart Helgeson, 
USMC (Ret.), Kat Elsmore, Sr. Director of Development, Dr. Paul Lea IV ’87, ’89C, Dean of 
VFMA and Maureen Malone, Dean of the College, the faculty and the staff we have been writing 
and generating new sources of income to upgrade, modernize and benefit all of our cadets. Among 
the great things that have happened are the new AC in Shannon Hall, the upgrading of the 
McMaster Center and the McMaster museum. A new STEM Classroom (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math) featuring all the latest bells and whistles to make learning fun and 
productive. Being able to provide Security throughout the Post with the most modern technical 
advancements. Upgrading our infrastructure like rebuilding and reopening the Boodle Shop. If you 
know of or part of a Company that provides Grant opportunities to schools we would very much 
like to hear from you.  
 
We are pleased to have the support of TAV – The Alumni Voice on our team raising money for 
the special tables and chairs needed in the modern STEM Room. Thank you to Fred Betman ’74, 
Chairman of TAV for your support.  
 
We want to thank you, in advance, for your efforts and helping us provide our cadets with the most 
up-to-date learning atmosphere available.  

                         
   

 

mailto:tgoldblum@vfmac.edu


 
 

11 
 
 

National Capital Region/George Washington Regiment Fall Outing 
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Parents Association and Recognition Weekend 
 

VFMAC welcomed the families and friends 
on Post September 20-22, 2019 for the 
Annual Parents and Recognition Weekend. 
This is one of the most significant fall 
events of the school for both cadets and 
their families and friends. New cadets were 
recognized for completing plebe system. 
During the ceremony they recited the cadet 
resolution and were elevated to full cadet 
status in the 92nd Corps.  
 
The weekend began with a Parents 
Association Fundraiser and Reception on 

Friday night, which was created, produced, sponsored and administered by our new Academy 
Parents Association. We were delighted to help and assist this dynamic leadership team and provide 
them the tools they needed to make this endeavor an outstanding success.  
 
On Saturday we held the recognition parade 
under the production of Colonel J. J. Rivera, 
USMCR, Commandant of Cadets, and Senior 
TAC Colonel Raymond “Boz” Bossert, ’85 

USA (Ret.), 
and led by 
Regimental 1st 
Captain 
Hunter 
Hernandez 
’20C and 
Regimental 2nd Captain Calista Bond ’20C and their Cadet Officer 
and NCO Corps. After the parade, Shannon Hall and Hart Hall were 
open for Parents to meet and greet their cadets’ professors and 
teachers.  
 
Sunday the Parents Association sponsored a fabulous breakfast in 
Mellon Hall and then Chapel to culminate a very happy weekend.  
 
Executive Officers of the Parents Association:  Tamara 

Christensen, President, Mary Dilliard, Vice-President, Elizabeth Willoughby, Treasurer, 
Blanca Lucas, Secretary. Thank you to these dedicated parents for their time, effort, organizations 
skills and being wonderful to work with on a successful project.  
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Cadet Unit Support 
 

On Sunday, October 13, 2019 a group of 
VFMA and VFMC cadets proudly supported 
the Third Annual Delaware County Veterans 
Memorial Association (DCVMA) Flying of 
Veteran Casket Flags ceremony at the 
Delaware County Veterans Memorial.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Daymar R. Rosser ’14  
 
Our success story this month is Daymar R. 
Rosser ’14 a member of D Troop. Daymar has 
gone from D Troop and the tutelage of our own 
Maria Metz to an NCAA Polo champion and 
world famous Polo Player and now to fashion 
icon for Ralph Lauren. We wish you all the best 
in your incredibly bright future. Great look 
Brother.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6590269560929210370&keywords=%23VFMA&originTrackingId=X3fi1lmD4jB0WVRf6M9Pig%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6590269560929210370&keywords=%23VFMC&originTrackingId=X3fi1lmD4jB0WVRf6M9Pig%3D%3D
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Tom Goldblum ’69, ’71C  
 
I am pleased to announce the release of my daughter’s first book not having to do with Veterinary 
Medicine but about the Old West, Frontier Bravery, Love and Zombies.  Come join us in the Bad 
Ole Days with the added touch of adventure, courage, horror and comedy all wrapped up in one.  

 

 
 

https://www.robingoldblum.com/?fbclid=IwAR3Z--
USxzzFWE0HKbkkNa_7q3tEoDS9CAEzBrjoERjqOS3nPMdNrjh0fck 

 
 

https://www.robingoldblum.com/?fbclid=IwAR3Z--USxzzFWE0HKbkkNa_7q3tEoDS9CAEzBrjoERjqOS3nPMdNrjh0fck
https://www.robingoldblum.com/?fbclid=IwAR3Z--USxzzFWE0HKbkkNa_7q3tEoDS9CAEzBrjoERjqOS3nPMdNrjh0fck
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Honoring Our Heroes 
 

The Anthony Wayne 
American Legion Post 418, 
in conjunction with Radnor 
Township, has recently 
honored the memory of two 
VFMAC alumni who gave 
their lives for our Country. 
The Radnor Township 
Hometown Hero Program 
selected members of the 
community whose names are 
on the Wall of Honor, 
located on the Radnor 
Township War Memorial. 
Those chosen from Valley 
Forge were Eric Fisher 

Wood Jr. ’37, who gave his life during the Battle of the Bulge in World War II, and Alonzo Robert 
Toal ’56, who gave his life during the Vietnam War. The Township has placed, nearly 50 banners 
throughout the area in tribute of these local heroes. Special thanks to former American Legion Post 
Commander Colonel Ken Seitz USA (Ret.) ’08H. 

 
 

D Troop 
 
Western riding and competition comes to 
Valley Forge! On October 19 and 20, we 
hosted our very first Intercollegiate Horse 
Show Association (IHSA) western discipline 
horse show, bringing over 100 riders and their 
families as first time visitors to campus. Our 
D Troop CO, c/CPT Martin, who comes 
from a background in western riding and was 
instrumental in bringing it to D Troop, well-
represented the program with a first place 
showing at the open level! Also, a new D 
Trooper, CDT Gleeson - who just started 
riding with us a few months ago - took first 
place in the beginner class. We look forward 
to a fun future ahead, and new opportunities to expand D Troop enrollment, with western riding 
added to our program! 
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Rudy Herzog/Northeast Ohio Regiment 
 
On Saturday October 21, 2019 a group from the NE Ohio Valley Forge Alumni Association held a 
ceremony at the Motts Military Museum (Columbus, Ohio) to honor our Vietnam prisoner of war. 
In attendance was Navy Commander Paul Galanti (VF class of 1957)/POW 1966-73 and fellow 
POW Navy Captain Rob Doremus. 1965-73.  
 

 
 
Front row - Front Row from left to right is:  John McCall (VFMA '64), Warren Motts (museum 
owner), his daughter Lori Byrd, Julie Doremus, Mrs. Doremus, Captain Doremus and Paul 
Galanti (VFMA '57). 
 
Back Row from left to right is:  Barry Schneider (VFMA '79), Tim Graham (VFMA '66), Hugh 
Roberts (VFMA '56), Bob Casey (VFMA '70), John Meade (VFMA '69 and VFMC '70), Dan 
Wolf (VFMC '74) and Allen Fritz (VFMC '90C).  
 Reporter on the scene is Brother Major Allen Fritz ’90C USA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

18 
 
 

Public Service Announcement 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


